


Thomas Story Kirkbride (1809-83)

In 1844, one of 13 founders of the Association of Medical Superintendents of American 
Institutions for the Insane (AMSAII), which later became the American Psychiatric Association 
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Buffalo State Hospital
Adaptive Reuse design by TenBerke Associates



The Kirkbride Navigator 
http://thepreservationworks.org
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Greystone Park Psychiatric Hospital, 1876



WHAT IS A KIRKBRIDE?



Hadrian’s Wall





What if Quakerism had never happened? 
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Beatrice Hedley Kirkbride
(1907-2004)



Eastern State Penitentiary, Philadelphia, John Haviland (1829)

The Curiosity Shop



Above: Architectural Curiosities, Exhibition and 
Lecture Series (1995)

Left: The Curiosity Shop, Robert Kirkbride
MArch Thesis (1990)



Mind-Building

Left : External correspondences of body and ornament drawn by 
Francesco di Giorgio Martini (1439-1502)

Right : Leonardo da Vinciʼs section through the human skull, speculating 
on its inner chambers and workings



Gubbio Studiolo Fold-out

Architecture and Memory 
the Renaissance studioli of Federico da Montefeltro

Robert Kirkbride, Ph.D.





PreservationWorks Satellite Team

Robert Duffy, Lisa Marie Blohm, Jody Johnson Casale
 Robert Kirkbride, Rusty Tagliareni 





SO, WHAT IS A KIRKBRIDE?



The best kind of hospitals — 
not only best built, but with the most perfect 

arrangements and fixtures of every kind, 
and managed in the most liberal 

and enlightened manner — 
are sure to be most economical in the end.

- Thomas Story Kirkbride, 1854





The Linear “Kirkbride” Plan: Tuscaloosa, AL (opened 1861)





Frankford Retreat, Philadelphia 1813



York Retreat, England 1792



Utica State Hospital, Utica, NY, 1843



Hayes Hall (Erie County Almshouse), Buffalo, NY, 1843











PA Hospital No 1: Isaac Holden 1840PA Hospital No 2: Samuel Sloan + TSK 1854





Dayton State Hospital, OH, 1855







Callan Hospital, Sydney, Australia, 1878-2008







Buffalo State Asylum (Alternate Plan)



Buffalo State Asylum, 1880



Traverse City, Michigan 1885





Fergus Falls State Hospital, MN, 1890



Commonsense sustainable systems, 
with natural ventilation from 

prevailing winds and generous 
natural light





Stereoscopic view of Dr. Kirkbride, reputedly the first to 
use photography in the therapeutic treatment of mental 

illness with frequent magic lantern shows





PHANTOMS

If the Kirkbride Hospitals are haunted, 
they are haunted by the difference between how history is conceived 

and how it plays out. 

— Colin Dickey, Ghostland





Golfing at Greystone Park Psychiatric Hospital
Morris Plains, NJ (1876)



Sewing, weaving and wickerwork at Hudson



Hudson River State Hospital
Poughkeepsie, NY (1873)  





Data at St. Elizabeth’s, Washington, DC



Every country has its ghosts

— Leila Taylor, Darkly











Hauntology



What if the Civil War had never happened? 





What if Franklin Pierce, 14th U. S. President, 
had not vetoed the 1854 Bill for the Benefit of the 

Indigent Insane? 



What if Quakerism had never happened, Pt. 2? 





What if JFK had not been assassinated in December 1963? 
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The 3:1 staff to patient ratio depicted here did not reflect reality 



Photo: Christopher Payne





Continuity + Memory



Danvers State Hospital, MA, 1878 







Independence State Hospital, IA, 1873 









AFTERLIVES

The language of ghosts 
has become an important way of talking about architecture and place. 

— Colin Dickey, Ghostland



Photo: Rusty Tagliareni

Demolition of Greystone, 2015
Cost to taxpayers: $34 million





Photo: Jody Johnson
Greystone Aftermath



Stolpersteine (stumbling stones), Germany+ 
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flowercat.org/sta

PreservationWorks: Buffalo Weekend
September 22-24, 2023

Richardson Olmsted Complex/Buffalo State Hospital, Buffalo, NY

Sound the Asylum

binaural resonant frequencies
Recorded and produced by

Melissa Grey & David Morneau

Three audio stops on self-guided tours for three rooms:
Male Ward B Barbershop (#116)
Male Ward B Dormitory (#117)
Female Ward H Parlor (#114)







MUSEUM EXCHANGES
Oregon State Hospital







The Babcock Building, Columbia, SC, 1858/85



Bryce State Hospital, Tuscaloosa, AL, 1861



Broughton State Hospital, Morganton, NC, 1883



Traverse City State Hospital, MI, 1885



Hudson River State Hospital, NY, Photo: Yvonne Laube









Hazel Kim, Independent Senior Living at Athens’ West Wing



Katie Kim, Independent Senior Living at Athens’ West Wing
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