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We are not sent into this worid mainly to enjoy the

loveliness therein, nor to sit us down in passive ease:
59
no, WE WERE SENT HERE FOR ACTION.

—DOROTHEA DIX
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WHAT IS A KIRKBRIDE?
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What if Quakerism had never happened?



Chart 1. Distribution of rye cultivation in England and Wales, c. 1650,
showing towns which were Quaker centers.
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Reviewed by
Gerald N. Grob

Since World War II, American society has
been moving away from institutional care of
8e mentally ill. Mental hospitals, once regard-
ed as harbmgexs of progress, are now per-
ceived as inhumane snake pits that meritex-
tnction. Indeed, a number of recent scholars,
including David J. Rothman, Michael B. Katz
and Andrew Scull, have insisted that institu-
ticnal care of the mentally ill was'an unmiti-
gated disaster from its verv beginnine in the
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mas and the
Art of Asylum-Keeping, 1840-1883
Nancy Tomes
Cambridge University Press. 387 pp. $39.50 -
==
century and, from 1840 to 1883, head of the
Pennsylvania Hospital for the Insane, then a
part of the Pennsylvania Hospital and now
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sacial, cuitural and medical elements. ln his
““€yes, insanity was a curable disease that did
“not differ from physical disease. A proponent

of “moral” (ie. psychological) therapy, he in-
__Sisted that treatment in small hospitals, prefer-
“ablydimited to 250 patients, was far superior to
‘commu#iity care. In this sense, he dealt with
the frustrations of families of the mentally ill
and with their fears of institutional confine-
‘ment. To put it another way, moral treatment
* involved a process of personal redemvtion For
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an important addition to the history of the care
and treatment of the mentally ill. In the first
place, the ook is based on deep researci¥nto
printed and unpublished archival records. The
same cannot be said for a number of other
works, which represent ideological rather
than historical claims.

Furthermore, her book is sympathetic and
yet critical. The most innovative part is the
effort to reconstruct the family setting from
which insane people were sent to hosnitals
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The Curiosity Shop
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Eastern State Penitentiary, Philadelphia, John Haviland (1829)




Left: The Curiosity Shop, Robert Kirkbride
MArch Thesis (1990)

The Philadelphia Art Alliance Presents

JULY 14 - SEPTEMBER 10, 1995
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Above: Architectural Curiosities, Exhibition and
Lecture Series (1995)
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Left : External correspondences of body and ornament drawn by
Francesco di Giorgio Martini (1439-1502)

Right : Leonardo da Vinci’s section through the human skull, speculating
on its inner chambers and workings
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MEMORIAL

PreservationWorks Satellite Team

Robert Duffy, Lisa Marie Blohm, Jody Johnson Casale
Robert Kirkbride, Rusty Tagliareni



MEMORIAL PROPOSALS

Presented by the HRSH Memorial Committee

Yvonne Laube, Chair, Town Historic Preservation Commission
Robert Kirkbride, PhD, Historian and Architect

Francis Kowsky, Historian

William Harris, Deputy Director, FDR Presidential Library
Clifford Laube, Public Affairs Specialist, FDR Presidential Library
Shannon Butler, Town of Hyde Park Historian

Ann Shershin, Town of Poughkeepsie Board

Lynn Rightmyer, HRSH Alumni

Pat Toth, HRSH Alumni

Linda Hacksteiner, HRSH Alumni

Deborah Williams, HRSH Alumni

Susan Schopen, Social Worker

Elizabeth Fetherolf, Occupational Therapist

Bruce Rosenbaum, Sculptor

Joseph Galante, OMH Employee

Stephanie LaRose Lewison, Town Historic Preservation Commission




SO, WHAT IS A KIRKBRIDE?



The best kind of hospitals —
not only best built, but with the most perfect
arrangements and fixtures of every kind,
and managed in the most liberal
and enlightened manner —
are sure to be most economical in the end.

— Thomas Story Kirkbride, 1854






The Linear “Kirkbride” Plan: Tuscaloosa, AL (opened 1861)



i
Rt
1

e g‘\ e ‘;}y:._.';_‘-’- 7

STATE HOSPITAL FOR TIHE INSANE FOR 250 PATIENTS.
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ONMGINAL BUILDING OF THHE RETHEAT, YORN. INSTITUTED 1762,

From a Painting by Cave.)
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Trenton, NJ - 480ft

St. Elizabeths, D.C. - 750ft
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Northampton, MA - 519ft
1858

Greystone Park, NJ - 1,243ft
1876

Danvers, MA - 1,100ft
1878

Buffalo, NY - 2,200ft
1880
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Commonsense sustainable systems,
with natural ventilation from
prevailing winds and generous
natural light
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Stereoscopic view of Dr. Kirkbride, reputedly the first to
use photography in the therapeutic treatment of mental
illness with frequent magic lantern shows






PHANTOMS

If the Kirkbride Hospitals are haunted,
they are haunted by the difference between how history is conceived
and how it plays out.

— Colin Dickey, Ghostland
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» Golfmg at Greystone Park Psych/atrlc Hospltal
-~ Morris Pla/ns NJ (1876)
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Every country has its ghosts

— Leila Taylor, Darkly
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17
[It is] the OBVIOUS DUTY of those having the care of
indigent insane, for whom provision is made at the public

expense, TO MAKE THEM SELF-SUPPORTING.

— SUPERINTENDENT CHARLES NICHOLS



Hauntology



What if the Civil War had never happened?






What if Franklin Pierce, 14t U. S. President,
had not vetoed the 1854 Bill for the Benefit of the
Indigent Insane?



What if Quakerism had never happened, Pt. 2?






What if JFK had not been assassinated in December 19637
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Photo: Christopher Payne
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The 3:1 staff to patient ratio'depicted here did not reflect reality

Hydrotherapy c 1935
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Independence State Hospital, IA, 1873






Out of sight...

Americans held in:
Per 100,000 adults

700
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prison

mental hospital
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Source: B.E. Harcourt, “An Institutionalisation Effect”







AFTERLIVES

The language of ghosts
has become an important way of talking about architecture and place.

— Colin Dickey, Ghostland



)

‘F\ ‘l 1

f







tone Aftermath i * e i ' S
one Aft _~ 4 | L 5 W ljwj,kon'-'...

-

2 Q& \i'.



"

r,»f“

Stolpersteine (stumbling stones), Germany+



2017 AUTHOR AWARD

WINNER

- POPULAR NON-FICTION - § ARCHITECTURE

NJS AA 2016 NYCDFF WINNER

GREYSTONE RISING
New Jerseg Studies Academic Alliance JODY JOHNSON / GLIDEBYJJ

N\Y/C & NY/C
o/ne! LISA MARIE BLOHM To/AE

IMAGES
of America

GREYSTONE PARK
PSYCHIATRIC HOSPITAL
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Introduction by Robert Kirkbride




Greystone Park Psychiatric Hospital
(1876-2008)

Oral History Project

Home About Greystone History Oml}h'z?.tolies—By(}ategoriesv List of Interviewees ~ Additional Information  News Coverage

Hearing the Voices of the Former Greystone Hospital Community

“Oral history gives us an opportunity to move beyond the formal records of an institution to capture the
personal impressions and experiences of those connected with it. These interviews with people in many
different capacities at the Greystone Park Psychiatric Hospital offer compelling stories of the community
that developed within the facility, and the impact it had on their lives."”

- Donald A. Ritchie, author of Doing Oral History

Stephanie Kip - Project Founder and Manager
Robert Kirkbride, PhD - Project Advisor
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http://thepreservationworks.org/

& Athens State Hospital

Athens State Hospital

Athens

OH

Under Rehab / Redevelopment - Plan in

Place

PRESERVATIONWORKS

HOME THE KIRKBRIDE PLAN OUR TEAM MEMBERSHIP CONNECTIONS NEWS STORE
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| HEROES OF PRESERVATION

PreservationWorks features the people who preserve these amazing buildings and their legacy. Individuals who are at the forefront of Kirkbride preservation. We present a
brief biography about each preservationist, and the building they are working with.

PW INTERVIEWS:

Shawna Wolfe (Bolin) - Athens State Joe Williams - 10 Wilmington Place - Gene & Maxine Schmidt - Fergus Falls
Hospital - Athens, OH Dayton, OH State Hospital - Fergus Falls, MN

Read More Read More Read More



PRESERVATIONWORKS

e THE KIRKBRIDE PLAN OUR TEAM

The Kirkbride Plan

TRANSFORMING MEMORY: AN ADAPTIVE ...

Part One
The Costs of Forgetting

read more

CHALLENGES PANDEMICS PRESENT TO ...

The Covid-19 pandemic has wrought havoc at
scales that are simultaneously global, national,
communal and personal. The challenges

presented to our mental well-being are profo
READ MORE

NEW FRIENDS AT OREGON STATE HOSPI...

Below is Part 2 of 2 mini-reports on my recent
visit to Oregon State Hospital, the oldest
remaining State building in Oregon, and one of

the few remaining Kirkbride Hospitals
READ MORE

MEMBERSHIP

CONNECTIONS NEWS STORE

NEW MODEL FOR AN OLD DILEMMA?

Thoughts on “Treat, Release and Repeat™
Season 3, Episode 2 of VICE (Showtime)
Directly or indirectly, each of us has

experienced the toll
READ MORE

MARGARET SCHILLING’S TRACE AT THE ...

Kirkbride Plan Hospitals for the insane, like all
asylums, have complex and difficult histories.
Embracing those histories, at a local

community level and at a broader
READ MORE

NEW FRIENDS AT OREGON STATE HOSPI...

Below is Part 1 of 2 mini-reports on my recent
visit to Oregon State Hospital, the oldest
remaining State building in Oregon and one of

the few remaining Kirkbrides west of t
READ MORE



Trenton, NJ - 480ft

1848

St. Elizabeths, D.C. - 7501t

1852

Northampton, MA - 519t
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Greystone Park, NJ - 1,243f¢
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Danvers, MA - 1,100f¢

1878

Buffalo, NY - 2,200ft
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PreservationWorks: Buffalo Weekend
September 22-24, 2023
Richardson Olmsted Complex/Buffalo State Hospital, Buffalo, NY

Sound the Asylum

binaural resonant frequencies
Recorded and produced by
Melissa Grey & David Morneau

Three audio stops on self-guided tours for three rooms:
Male Ward B Barbershop (#116)
Male Ward B Dormitory (#117)
Female Ward H Parlor (#114)

flowercat.org/sta




The Inmates of Willard 1870 to 1900/ A
Genealogy Resource

History of The Willard Asylum for the Insane (Willard State Hospital), Former New York State

Insane Asylums (State Hospitals), Custodial Institutions, and Mental lliness of the 19th Century.

Current Information on Anonymous Graves, Historical Articles, Laws, Patient Names, and

Helpful Links Abound! The Blog is an Extension of My Book and Was Created for Descendants

of Former Patients, Genealogy Geeks, and History Buffs. Hopefully, This Blog Will Make People

Aware of the Thousands of People Who Were Buried in Anonymous Graves in Former NY State

Hospital & Custodial Institution Cemeteries. The Book, Blog, Posts, and Pages Have Been

Researched, Written, and Developed by Linda S. Stuhler.

The Inmates of Willard 1870 to 1900 The Anonymous Burial Ground Names & Census Info Genealogy Links
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Oregon State Hospital







. Summer/Fall 2023
PreservationWorks Presents Volume |, Issue |

The Kirkbride Chronicle

In July, PreservationWorks promoted and sold out our
annual photography benefit tour at the former Buffalo
State Hospital, now known as the Richardson Olmsted
Complex. Our first tour sold out in 19 minutes! We will
economic . host two 4-hour photography tours, one on Saturday,

y in thei September 23rd, and one on Sunday, September 24th.

cultural iden

We are also very excited that Dr. Kirkbride, our
spokesperson, will give a talk, “Kirkbride on Kirkbrides,”
choe ,lvlwl “n after our tour on Saturday. If you are attending one of

he public the tours, or will be in the area that weekend, keep

your eye on our social media for an opportunity to get
together after the tour on Saturday. We thank you for
your support and helping to making sure our biggest
fundraiser of the year is so successful!

Dr. Thomas Story Kirkbride

Born : July 31, 1809, Morrisville, Pennsylvania
Death : December 16, 1883, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania

influential treatise on the construction and management
of the ideal psychiatric hospital based on Enlightenment
beliefs in the therapeutic powers of architecture,

beauty, and respectful care. @

Thomas Story Kirkbride, a Quaker doctor, published his
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Bryce State Hospital, Tuscaloosq;l;g\iffl_;gG:_l%_z_{_,



PUBLIC STAKEHOLDER RPORT:
A MASTER DEVELOPMENT PLAN
g'OR THE BROUGHTON DISTRICT (MORGANTON, NC

Broughton State Hospital, Morganton, NC, 1883
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Traverse City State Hospital, M|, 1885
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WINDOWS OF LIBRRATION

HUDSON RIVER PSYCHIATRIC CENTER M

PARSONS BFA ARCHITECTURAL DEZEIN
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PART I: THE ADMIN BUILDING - A CENTRE FOR LIGHT

Carbon Fiber + Glass windows
= “Transparent” Roof
filled with light

Y ;

%
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¥y & o

Glass Atrium uses repurposed
window frames
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TO TRANSFORM THE CENTRAL ADNIN AND NORTH
WING BUILDINGS AT HRSH INTO WELL ORGAN-
ISED AND SUSTAINABLE UNITS OF HOUSING
FOR EX-PRISONERS RETURNING TO SOCIETY,
ACCOMPANIED BY LEARNING FACILITIES,
MENTAL HEALTH SUPPORT, AND COMMUNITY
GATHERING FOR BOTH THEM AND LOCAL TOWN
MEMBERS OF POUGHKEEPSIE.




ROOF SECTION DETAIL
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SERENE SOYANNWO HUDSON RIVER STATE CENTRE FOR LIGHT
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DESIGN STUDIO 4
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SUN + SHADOW FOOTPATH MEMORIAL

THE FRAGMENTS AND THEIR HOMES

PARSONS SCHOOL OF DESIGN SCHOOL OF CONSTRUCTED ENVIRONMENTS ARCHITECTURAL DESIGN | STUDIO 4




Sandro Tahhan

See through memorial




The Record

SUNDy

FRIEND OF THE PEOPLE IT SERVES

NORTH

RISING

Greystone hospital’s
rich, dark history may
finally get a memorial

William Westhoven
Morristown Daily Record | USA TODAY NETWORK - NEW JERSEY

When the wrecking ball finally claimed the
crumbling Greystone Park Psychiatric Hospital in
2015, many who moumed the loss of the
enormous building in Parsippany were comforted
that remnants of the historic structure had been
preserved for a future memorial.

See GREYSTONE, Page 6A One of several rendered designs of a
possible memorial for the Kirkbride
building at Greystone Park Psychiatric
Hospital in Parsippany, created by
students at the Parsons School of
Design. This rendering was produced
by Parsons student Sandro Tahhan.
PROVIDED BY ROBERT KIRKERIDE

Above: Greystone Park Psychiatric Hospital's majestic
Kirkbride building, which dates back to 1876, is shown
in 2015 as demolition crews continued to work reducing
the historic Parsippany site to rubble.

NORTHJERSEY.COM FILE PHOTO

PART OF THEUSA T AY NET

Murphy
signs $54B
budget
focused

‘on families’

Katie Sobko

Phil
v 854.3 billion budget,
efleet on Satuy
1 on Friday.

rph

Murpl
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fter cl
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support th

See BUDGET, Page 7A

Why Louis
Armstrong is
as American
as July 4

Queens center opens
to honor musician

Jim Beckerman

“Born on the
have made that
includ
(born July 3) ¢
Mayer (born July 12)

But Louis Armst

[ July” Many
e buast

ot thing, Iw
1it. As far ns he knew, he
was born July 4, 1900, "It’s at his
mother told him,
neaphor Ricky Riccardi,

i Armnstrong bi

See ARMSTRONG, Page 9A

DAILYRECORD.COM | SUNDAY, JULY 2. 2023 | SA

Greystone

ntinued from Page 14

tiative is i

Greystone memorial designs
unveiled

Along reach excavator knocks down an exterior wall of Greystone Park
Paychiatric Hospital's Kirkbride building. Twelve Kirkbride buildings across the
<ountry have been rehabilitated of repurposed or are being renovated for

community use, including former hospitals in Ohio, Alabama and South Carolina.

als for Greystone an
State Hospital i Pou

. Dufly said of the Ea

rial

| memor

Columas from the Kirkbride building’s iconic facade and other elements were
preserved. The final bricks came down in October 2015.

ured in a

w final bricks came
15. The 165 actes of 1

tiened o Morris
1 200 for a presentation about &

wnet, acenpied
and patients
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http://thepreservationworks.org/



